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Itâ€™s 1895, and after the suicide of her mother, 16-year-old Gemma Doyle is shipped off from the

life she knows in India to Spence, a proper boarding school in England. Lonely, guilt-ridden, and

prone to visions of the future that have an uncomfortable habit of coming true, Gemmaâ€™s

reception there is a chilly one. To make things worse, sheâ€™s been followed by a mysterious

young Indian man, a man sent to watch her. But why? What is her destiny? And what will her

entanglement with Spenceâ€™s most powerful girlsâ€”and their foray into the spiritual worldâ€”lead

to?From the Hardcover edition.
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I picked up this book on a whim because the premise seemed interesting. A Great and Terrible

Beauty is one of the most beautiful historical and gothic novels I have read in a while. The story

enthralled me from beginning to end. Sixteen-year-old Gemma Doyle is different from the other girls

at the London boarding school she lives in after her mother's tragic and strange death in India. In

addition to not having the conformist mentality that girls of her class and station are trained to have,



Gemma has a deep, dark problem that she does not know how to control. She has visions of tragic

things that come true and has the magic key to enter an alternate place called the Realms, where

every desire -- as well as every nightmare -- can come true. When she finds the diary of a girl with

similar powers, she learns about a secret society called the Order, and she and three friends decide

to explore the magical and strange world. But there are things that Gemma doesn't know about,

secrets and mysteries that she will have to figure out on her own. And she tries to do this while a

rather strange Indian boy keeps an eye on her and demands that she put a stop to her visions.

There are various twists throughout the novel.A Great and Terrible Beauty is the sort of novel that

you cannot put down because there are so many elements, so many layers that make the novel

compelling and enthralling. I loved the backdrop of Victorian England and the way women were

viewed and what was expected from them in those times. The female characters spoke volumes

about this particularly difficult time period for women. Pippa's desire to meet the perfect prince

touched me. She is a very flawed character, but with dreams and desires that spoke to me. Felicity

is also quite a complex character.
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